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REPORT. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania : 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  in  compliance  with 
tjie  Act  of  16th  April,  1832  : 

I  deem  it  proper  to  remark,  that  in  my  report  to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth, 
I  have  exhibited  a  detailed  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  last  fiscal 
year,  which  terminated  on  the  30th  of  November,  1845.  To  that  document,  as  also 
the  reports  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  and  the  Auditor  General,  I  respectfully  refer 
you,  as  presenting  fully  and  in  detail,  the  financial  operations  of  the  government. 
These  reports  will  be  presented  to  you  among  the  Executive  Documents. 

In  order  that  you  may  have  exhibited,  in  one  view,  and  in  a  condensed  form,  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  finances,  the  liabilities  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  estimated  revenue  and 
expenditures,  and  other  subjects  connected  therewith,  I  have  prepared  several  tabular 
statements,  which  are  arranged  under  the  following  heads  : 

A.  The  amount  of  the  State  debt. 

B.  Amount  of  stocks  and  other  public  property. 

C.  A  statement  of  the  receipts  for  the  last  fiscal  year. 

D.  A  statement  of  payments  for  same  period. 

E.  x4ppropriations  and  balances  of  appropriations  unpaid,  November  30,  1845. 

F.  An  estimate  of  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30,  1846. 

G.  An  estimate  of  payments  for  the  same  period. 

H.  A  statement  in  relation  to  the  interest  certificates. 

The  statement  in  relation  to  that  subject,  exhibits  the  amount  of  funded  debt,  as  also 
the  loan  under  the  Act.of  May  4,  1841,  commonly  called  the  relief  law,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  unfunded  interest  certificates,  and  exhibits  the  aggregate  debt  to  be  forty  mil¬ 
lions,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-six  thousand,  three  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars, 
and  twenty-two  cents. 

It  is  proper  to  obsen^e  that  the  State  paid  no  interest  on  the  funded  debt,  at  the  fol¬ 
lowing  named  periods,  viz:  August  1,  1842;  February  1,  and  August  1,  1843;  Febru¬ 
ary  1,  and  August  1,  1844,  and  for  the  interest  due  at  these  several  periods,  certificates 
were  issued  bearing  an  interest  of  five  and  six  per  cent.  These  interest  certificates 
were  authorized  by  an  act  passed  the  16th  April,  1845,  to  be  funded,  pursuant  to  which, 
certificates  were  delivered  up,  which,  together  with  the  interest  thereon,  amounted  to 
the  sum  of  two  millions,  four  hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand,  three  hundred  and 
ninety-six  dollars,  and  seventy-seven  cents,*  and  new  certificates  of  stock  issued,  and 
thus,  that  amount  is  added  to  the  funded  debt.  This  embraces  the  amount  funded,  up 
to  the  31st  of  December,  1845.  The  interest  upon  these  certificates  was  authorized  to 
be  calculated  at  the  rate  of  four  and  one-half  per  cent.  Some  complaints  have  reached 
me  from  such  sources  as  seem  to  require  some  notice  from  me,  that  this  change  in  the 
rate  of  interest  is  a  violation  of  an  agreement  or  contract  upon  the  part  ol  the  State, 
But  it  is  evident  that  there  was  no  such  agreement,  on  the  faith  of  which  any  credit  was 
given.  The  Commonwealth  found  herself  at  the  periods  named,  by  a  combination  of 
circumstances  unnecessary  now  to  state,  but  whicfi  may  happen  to  any  government,  in 
a  situation  of  inability  to  pay  the  interest  due.  There  was  no  contract,  when  .this  in¬ 
terest  fell  due,  that  six  per  cent,  should  be  paid  upon  that  interest.  The  certificates 
were  issued  as  evidence  of  a  floating  debt,  and'now  the  Commonwealth  offers  to  the 
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holders  to  make  them  a  part  of  the  funded  debt,  to  which  she  adds  four  and  one-half 
per  cent. — thus  compounding  the  interest  and  giving  five  percent,  interest  on  the  aggre¬ 
gate  amount.  It  is,  however,  a  subject  of  deep  mortification,  that  at  the  periods  named, 
the  just  dues  of  our  creditors  were  not  discharged,  and  thus  the  necessity  for  this  inju¬ 
rious  accumulation  of  the  public  debt  incurred.  We  must  carefully  guard  the  future 
from  the  recurrence  of  such  an  event.  I  have  not  included  in  this  statement,  the 
amount  of  surplus  revenue,  received  from  the  United  States,  viz  :  two  millions,  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  thousand,  five  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars,  and  seventy  eight 
cents.  No  interest  is  payable  on  this  sum. 

The  estimated  value  of  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth,  is  thirty-one  millions, 
two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars,  and 
fifty-six  cents. 

The  receipts  at  the  Treasury,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30,  1845,  amounted 
to  three  millions,  and  ten  thousand  and  sixty-two  dollars,  and  thirty -four  cents,  to  which 
add  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one  dol¬ 
lars,  and  eighty -eight  cents,  the  available  balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  of  De¬ 
cember,  1844,  the  commencement  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  and  the  aggregate  will  exhibit 
the  means  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  thus : 

Amount  received  during  fiscal  year,  .  _  _  »  $3,010,062  34 

Available  funds  in  the  Treasury,  November  30,  1844,  -  -  663,851  88 

Total  amount,  $3,673,914  22 

The  payments  during  the  same  period,  amounted  to  three  millions,  two  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  thousand,  and  twenty-eight  dollars,  and  thirteen  cents. 

In  one  view,  thus  : 

Amount  received  in  fiscal  year,  including  balance  in  Treasury,  -  $3,673,914  22 

Amount  paid  during  same  period,  .  _  -  3,289,028  13 

4  «■■■'■■  . . .  ■  ■ 

Balance  in  Treasury,  November  30,  1845,  -  -  -  $384,886  09 

The  statement  in  relation  to  the  balances  of  appropriations  under  the  act  of  the  16th 
April,  1845,  remaining  unpaid  on  the  30th  of  November,  1845,  is  made  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  exhibiting  the  balance  of  the  appropriations  which  remains  to  be  expended  be¬ 
tween  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  the  end  of  the  appropriation  year,  the  latter  being 
the  1st  of  June. 

The  estimated  revenue  for  the  present  fiscal  year  amounts  to  three  millions  two 
hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  to  which  add  the  balance  in 
Treasury,  November  30,  1845,  three  hundred  and  eighty-four  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-six  dollars  and  nine  cents. 

Estimated  revenue  for  present  fiscal  year,  -  -  _  $3,226,700  00 

Balance  in  Treasury,  Nov.  30,  1845,  _  -  -  -  384,886  09 

Aggregate,  -  -  -  -  -  .  -  -  $3,611,586  09 

The  estimated  expenditures  for  the  fiscal  year,  ending  November  30,  1846,  amount 
to  the  sum  of  three  millions  five  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  dollars  and  nine  cents,  viz:  $3,513,996  09.  I  will  speak  of  these  estimates  more 
fully  in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  report. 

I  have  also  prepared  several  statements  which  are  annexed  to  this  report,  showing 
the  amount  of  State  tax  assessed  in  each  county  for  1845,  the  amount  paid  up  to  the 
1st  of  January,  1846,  and  the  amount  then  due;  as  also  the  aggregate  amount  due  for 
previous  years.  It  will  be  seen  that  several  counties  promptly  and  satisfactorily  respond- 
ded  to  my  efforts  to  maintain  the  credit  of  the  State,  by  paying  a  sum  which  approxi¬ 
mated  to  their  several  quotas,  in  time  to  meet  the  interest  falling  due  in  August  last. 
The  counties  that  thus  distinguished  themselves  are  as  follows :  Cumberland,  Erie, 
Westmoreland,  Montgomery,  Adams,  Berks,  Dauphin,  Columbia,  Beaver,  Northum- 
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berlancl,  Delaware,  Fayette,  Greene,  Lehigh,  Carbon,  Chester,  anti  Allegheny.  Most 
of  tfie  other  counties  made  considerable  payments  on  account  of  taxes  for  former 
years,  in  accordance  with  my  circular  of  the  2d  of  June  last.  It  is  proper  also  to  add, 
that  the  several  banks  in  the  Commonwealth,  with  but  few  exceptions,  acquiesced 
cheerfully  with  rny  request,  by  placing  to  the  credit  of  the  Commonwealth  the  taxes 
on  dividends  declared  in  May  and  June.  This  they  are  not  compelled  by  law  to  do 
before  the  month  of  January. 

These  various  measures  placed  the  Treasury  in  a  condition  to  meet  fully  the  interest 
authorized  to  be  paid  in  August,  and  avoid  the  issuing  of  checks  or  certificates,  a 
measure  at  once  humiliating  and  injurious. 

Acting  under  the  idea,  that  it  is  the  highest  duty  of  government  to  sustain  its  credit 
and  maintain  its  engagements,  I  adopted  the  best  means  that  occurred  to  me,  under 
existing  laws,  to  secure  that  object.  Among  other  measures,  I  proposed  to  give  a  lib¬ 
eral  construction  to  the  42d  section  of  the  act  of  the  29ih  of  April,  1844;  pursuant  to 
which  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  nine  dollars 
and  three  cents  were  paid,  and  upon  which  I  allowed  an  abatement  in  the  aggregate 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  seventeen  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars  and 
eighty-nine  cents.  I  present  herewith  copies  of  tny  circulars  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  counties  on  the  subject.  The  operation  of  the  act  in  question  has  been  highly 
beneficial ;  without  it  our  State  would  have  been  dishonored ;  but  I  would  suggest  that 
the  law  be  so  changed  as  to  allow  the  abatement  to  the  individual  tax-payer;  the  prompt 
would  then  receive  the  benefit  of  the  deduction,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  greatly 
tend  to  produce  more  rapid  and  punctual  payments.  Connected  with  this  change, 
however,  there  should  be  adopted  some  additional  provisions  to  secure  its  immediate 
payment  into  the  State  Treasury. 

I  also  deemed  it  my  duty  to  give  notice  to  the  several  counties  what  measures  this 
department  would  adopt  under  the  Act  of  Assembly,  relating  to  that  subject,  if  the 
taxes  due  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  second  Tuesday  of  January,  1846.  Copies  of 
these  circulars  also  accompany  this  report. 

As  it  is  important  to  the  legislature  to  have  presented  in  one  view  the  amount  of 
State  tax  assessed,  and  the  amount  paid,  I  have  prepared  and  herewith  present  an 
abstract  of  the  amount  assessed  in  the  several  counties,  in  the  aggregate,  for  the  years 
stated,  and  exhibiting  the  amount  paid  into  the  'rreasury,  and  the  balance  due  on  the 
first  day  of  December,  1845,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained. 

There  have  been  assessed  in  the  several  counties  of  the  Commonwealth  for  State 
purposes,  under  the  acts  of  Assembly  relating  to  that  subject,  the  following  taxes,  viz: 


For  the  year  1841, 
Do.'  1842, 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


1843, 

1844, 

1845, 


$523,200  14 
663,075  12 
992,206  81 
946,055  60 
1,300,751  56 


From  this  deduct  for  collections,  exonerations,  &:c., 
eight  per  cent.,  -  -  _  - 

Ditto,  four  per  cent,  additional  on  the  amount  as¬ 
sessed  for  Philadelphia  for  registered  lax,  - 


$4,425,289  23 


'$353,924  13 
54,447  27 


408,371  40 


Amount  paid  into  the  Treasury  in  1841, 

- 

$33,292  77 

Do. 

do. 

1842, 

- 

486,635  85 

Do. 

do. 

1843, 

- 

55.3,911  38 

Do. 

do. 

1844, 

- 

751,210  01 

Do. 

do. . 

1845, 

- 

-  1,318,332  02 

4,016,917  83 


3,143,382  03 


Amount  due  1st  December,  1845, 


$873,535  80 


The  assessments  for  1846,  under  existing  laws,  cannot  be  less  than  for  1845,  the 
quota  of  each  county  being  fixed  by  the  revenue  board.  In  many  cases  it  ought  to 
be,  and  no  doubt  will  be,  increased  on  account  of  additonal  improvements,  and  the 
otherwise  increased  value  of  property.  To  reach  the  case  of  accruing  and  increased 
property  in  intermediate  years,  perhaps  some  additional  legislation  will  be  required. 

Connected  with  the  subject  of  assessments,  I  deem  it  proper  to  remark,  that  there  is 
a  disagreement  among  the  counties  of  the  State,  as  to  w'hich  is  properly  the  triennial 
year.  In  the  returns  made  to  me,  as  President  of  the  late  board  of  revenue  commis¬ 
sioners,  some  counties  returned  entirely  new  assessments  for  1845;  a  large  majority, 
however,  acting  under  the  idea  that  the  last  triennial  assessment  was  made  in  the  fall 
of  1843,  returned  the  assessments  then  made  with  but  slight  alterations.  This  con¬ 
fusion  requires  legislation.  It  would  be  proper  to  correct  it,  in  accordance  with  the 
action  of  most  of  the  counties,  by  directing  that  the  next  triennial  assessments  should 
be  made  in  the  fall  of  1846.  This  is  important  not  only  for  the  sake  of  uniformity, 
but  as  connected  with  equalization.  The  action  of  the  revenue  board  should  be  had 
after  the  triennial  assessments  are  all  made.  I  present  an  extract  from  their  report  on 
this  subject :  “It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  assessors  should  be  required  to 
make  their  assessments  earlier  than  they  now  do,  and  to  have  them  entirely  completed 
by  the  1st  of  December,  or  earlier,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  their  compensation. 
The  effect  of  this  measure  would  be,  that  the  appeals  can  be  disposed  of  by  the  1st  of 
January,  preparatory  to  making  out  the  necessary  returns,  for  the  meeting  of  the  board 
of  revenue  commissioners,  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  and  thus  avoid  one  of  the  diffi¬ 
culties  this  board  had  to  encounter.  If  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  fix  upon  the  fall 
of  1846,  for  the  next  triennial  assessment,  and  if  it  is  intended  that  the  board  of  reve¬ 
nue  commissioners  shall  review  the  valuation,  before  any  tax  shall  be  collected  on  it, 
it  will  at  once  be  seen  that  the  next  board  must  meet  in  1847,  and  triennially  thereafter; 
and  when  the  necessarily  great  imperfections  of  the  present  valuations  of  the  board  are 
considered,  it  is  desirable  that  such  should  be  the  case.” 

The  loan  of  the  4th  May,  1841,  under  which  what  are  denominated  “Relief  Notes,” 
were  issued,  originally  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $2,220,265  00.  Of  this  loan  there 
has  been  paid,  by  the  cancellation  of  relief  notes,  the  sum  of  $867,087  00,  leaving 
the  amount  on  the  first  of  December,  1845,  to  be  redeemed,  $1,353,178  00.  This 
sum  is  composed  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Relief  notes  in  circulation,  bearing  1  per  cent,  interest,  -  -  $1,086,936  00 

Do.  do.  6  per  cent.  do.  -  -  171,636  00 


\ 

Total  circulation  of  relief  notes,  Dec.  1,  1845, 
Relief  notes  funded,  bearing  5  per  cent,  interest, 

» 


1,258,572  00 
94,606  00 


$1,353,178  00 


The  notes  bearing  6  per  cent,  interest,  are  redeemable  in  specie  at  the  counters  of  the 
banks  that  issued  them,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  24th  June,  1842,  and  are  as 
follows : 


Bank  of  the  Northern  Liberties, 
Bank  of  Delaware  County, 

Bank  of  Germantown, 

Farmers’  Bank  of  Bucks  County, 


$70,000  00 
43,057  00 
35,524  00 
23,055  00 


$171,636  00 
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The  funded  amount  of  relief  notes,  bearing  5  per  cent,  interest,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  May  4th,  1841,  is  as  follows,  viz  : 


Harrisburg  Bank,  - 
Farmers’  Bank  of  Lancaster, 
Bank  of  Chester  County,  - 


Sl,042  00 
23,000  00 
70,564  00 


$94,606  00 


The  condition  of  the  currency  would  be  greatly  improved,  if  these  notes  were  more 
rapidly  withdrawn  from  circulation,  than  is  provided  by  existing  laws.  But  the  can¬ 
cellation  of  more  than  $200,000  per  annum,  cannot,  with  safety,  be  authorized,  in 
view  of  the  demands  upon  the  Treasury.  The  amount  cancelled  is,  of  course,  a  loss 
to  the  available  means  of  the  Commonwealth,  but  it  operates  in  a  highly  beneficial 
manner  by  withdrawing  from  circulation  notes  wdiich  greatly  prevent  the  circulation  of 
specie,  and  are  in  fact,  I  speak  of  a  large  number,  so  torn  and  defaced,  as  to  be  no 
longer  fit  to  be  used  as  a  circulating  medium.  And,  besides,  their  cancellation  operates 
as  a  gradual  extinguishment  of  the  loan  that  was  made,  and  the  debt  that  was  con¬ 
tracted  when  they  were  issued.  Whilst  the  exigencies  of  the  Commonw^ealth  will  not, 
it  is  evident,  justify  the  redemption  of  more  than  $200,000  at  the  Treasury,  it  would 
be,  however,  well  to  inquire  whether  the  currency  cannot  be  relieved  from  these  notes 
in  some  manner  consistent  with  the  original  law,  under  which  tliey  were  issued,  and 
the  demands  upon  the  Treasury.  As  the  law  under  consideration  will  expire  on  the 
4th  of  May  in  this  year,  (1846,)  an  inquiry  into  this  subject  would  appear  to  be  proper 
at  this  time.  Again,  these  notes  circulate  mainly  on  the  ground  that  they  are  received 
at  the  Treasury,  and  because  the  Commonwealth  is  responsible  for  them  j  and  yet,  for 
five  years  past,  we  have  paid  to  ihe.vbanks  that  issued  them,  interest  on  the  whole 
amount  I  would  further  suggest,  whether  some  measure  cannot  be  adopted,  which, 
without  doing  injustice  to  the  banks  that  issued  them,  may  relieve  the  State  from 
the  payment  of  the  interest  upon  them.  When  the  notes  are  cancelled,  the  interest 
upon  that  amount,  of  course,  ceases,  but  for  all  the  balance  interest  is  paid,  although 
it  is  unquestionable  that  large  amounts  have  been  destroyed  by  fire  and  other  casual¬ 
ties,  and  many  worn  out  in  their  passage  from  hand  to  hand. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  loans  that  are  due  or  will  fall  due,  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  year,  for  which  no  provision  is  made. 


Charter  loans,  viz  : 


Southwark  Bank,  due  1st 

Farmers’  Bank  of  Bucks  County,  do. 

Farmers’ Bank  of  Reading,  do. 

Farmers  &  Mechanics’  Bank,  due  1st 

Bank  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  due  1st 

Bank  of  Delaware  county,  due  6th 

Bank  of  Montgomery  county,  do. 

Commercial  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  do. 


May,  1843, 
do. 
do. 

May,  1844, 
May,  1845, 
May,  1845, 
do. 
do. 


$12,500  00 

4.611  00 
15,018  00 
62,500  00 

5,000  00 

8.611  00 
13,077  00 
50,000  00 


-  $171,317  00 

Stock  loan  per  act  of  1st  April,  1826,  due  1st  Dec.,  1846,  297,000  00 


Do. 

do. 

16th  Jan.,  1841,  due  1st  Aug.,  1846, 

800,000  00 

Do. 

do. 

6th  May,  1841,  due  1st  June,  1846, 

890,468 

31 

Do. 

do. 

2d  April,  1821,  due  1st  June,  1841, 

39,531 

69 

930,000  00 


Loan  (relief,)  4th  May,  1841,  due  4th  May,  1846,  1,353,178  00 


$3,551,495  00 


The  loans  denominated  charter  loans,  were  taken  by  the  banks,  in  accordance  with  the 
8th  section  of  the  act  of  the  25th  March,  1824,  to  which  act  their  charters  specifically 
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refer.  The  charter  loan  taken  by  the  Southwark  Bank,  it  will  be  seen,  is  $12,500, 
and  was  redeemable  the  1st  day  of  May,  1843.  But  the  bank  stands  indebted  to  the 
Commonwealth  for  a  tax  on  dividends,  in  a  sum  exceeding  that  amount,  there  being  a 
balance  due  the  Commonwealth,  after  extinguishing  the  loan.  The  bank  has  withheld 
these  taxes,  and  has  offered  to  surrender  the  certificates  of  loan  and  pay  the  balance. 
I  have  no  authority  to  make  such  arrangement.  Besides,  the  other  banks  named 
would  be  entitled  to  the  same  privilege,  if  it  were  granted  in  this  instance,  and  thus 
the  revenues  of  the  Commonwealth  would  be  seriously  diminished.  I  would  therefore 
recommend,  that  provision  be  made  for  the  renewal  of  these  loans  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  charters  of  these  banks,  and  that  the  law  be  made  to  apply  to  future 
cases  of  the  same  kind,  as  they  occur.  Provision  should  also  be  made  for  the  renewal 
of  the  other  loans  stated,  except  the  relief  notes,  as  to  which  I  have  spoken  in  a  pre¬ 
ceding  paragraph. 

The  loans  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  transfer  of  stocks,  constitute,  at  this  period, 
the  most  important  part  of  the  financial  operations  of  the  government.  The  certificates 
of  funded  debt  are  signed  by  the  accountant  officers  of  the  Commonwealth,  but  the 
transfers  are  made  at  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  when  made,  new  certificates  are 
issued,  which  are  signed  by  the  president  and  cashier  of  the  bank,  and  thus  the  power 
of  binding  the  Commonwealth  is  exercised  by  the  officers  of  that  institution.  Whilst 
I  express  and  feel  the  greatest  confidence  in  these  officers,  yet  it  seems  to  me,  to  be 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  our  government  to  place  power  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
are  irresponsible  to  it,  and  in  whose  individual  selection  she  has  no  agency  whatever. 
The  issuing  of  bonds  that  make  the  State  responsible,  their  care  and  management,  it 
seems  to  me,  should  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  officers  of  government  at  Har¬ 
risburg.  This  arrangement  would,  it  is  true,  cast  a  great  additional  labor  upon  the 
departments  here,  but  it  is  right  that  these  important  transactions  should  be  under  the 
.  control  of  officers  responsible  to  the  people.  «V^here  are  thirty  seven  distinct  loans 
/  which  compose  our  State  debt,  a  separate  set  of  books  and  accounts  is  required  to  be 
I  kept,  and  in  consequence  of  the  many  divisions  and  transfers,  the  business  is  cumbrous 
and  difficult.  With  a  view  of  simplifying  as  much  as  possible,  it  has  been  suggested 
that  these  various  loans  be  consolidated  into  a  less  number.  If  this  can  be  done  with- 
I  out  injury  to  the  Commonwealth,  in  relation  to  the  time  of  reimbursement,  and  with- 
(  out  doing  injustice  to  the  holders  of  the  stock,  its  propriety  is  very  evident.  In  the 
event  of  the  loans  being  consolidated  and  new  stocks  issued,  therefor,  it  is  worthy  of 
inquiry,  whether  the  issuing  of  coupons  would  not  be.  advantageous  and  proper.  It 
would  render  the  stock  books  and  accounts  less  cumbrous  and  complicated,  and  greatly 
simplify  the  payments  of  interest.  These  coupons  could  be  made  receivable  for  all 
dues  to  the  Commonwealth,  for  as  we  intend  to  continue  the  payment  of  the  interest  as 
I  it  falls  due,  it  is  the  same  thing,  whether  the  interest  is  paid  in  taxes,  or  the  taxes  pay 
\  the  interest.  Connected  with  this  arrangement,  the  five  per  cent,  for  collecting  might 
be  saved  to  the  State,  by  authorizing  the  county  treasurers  to  receive  them  in  payment 
without  the  intervention  of  the  collectors.  The  importance  of  this  subject  induces  me 
to  say,  that  I  will  be  happy  to  confer  with  any  committee  of  the  Legislature  to  whom 
\  its  consideration  may  be  assigned,  should  such  conference  be  desired.-;^ 

It  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  expenditures  that  some  unusual  items,  pursuant 
to  legislative  enactments,  have  been  cast  upon  the  Treasury,  among  which  is  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  troops  employed  in  the  Philadelphia  riots,  and  an  appropriation  for  the  relief 
of  the  city  of  Pittsburg.  The  sum  appropriated  to  this  last  named  object,  was 
$50,000.  I  paid  $30,000,  immediately  on  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  present  here¬ 
with,  a  copy  of  ray  letter  to  the  mayor  of  that  city,  in  which  my  reasons  are  stated  for 
declining  to  pay  the  balance. 

The  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  16th  April,  1845,  in  relation  to  defaulters,  have 
been  carefully  enforced.  Circulars  were  issued  by  the  Auditor  General  and  myself, 
giving  notice  that  suits  would  be  brought,  if  payments  were  not  promptly  made.  The 
following  statement  exliibits  the  amount  collected. 


Amount  received  from  defaulters  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  16th  April,  1845, 
up  to  the  1st  December,  1845,  $46,794  83 

Of  which  there  was  paid  in  State  stock,  $23,883  01 

Do.  in  cash,  22,911  82 

- ^ -  46,794  83 

The  remaining  cases  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  competent  counsel,  who  are  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  collect  the  same  by  due  course  of  law.  ^ 

The  19th  section  of  the  act  last  stated,  authorized  the  State  Treasurer  to  brino"  suits, 
or  lake  such  other  measures,  as  he  might  deem  advisable,  against  the  commissioners 
appointed  under  the  act  of  the  4th  of  March,  1841,  entitled  “An  Act  to  establisli  an 
asylum  for  the  insane  of  this  Commonwealth.”  Pursuant  to  this  act,  I  have  caused 
suits  to  be  brought  in  the  county  of  Dauphin,  and  they  will  be  prosecuted  to  final  judg¬ 
ment  and  execution  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  the  24th  of  January,  1545,  entitled  “An  Act  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  redemption  of  the  over-issue  of  relief  notes  by  the  Berks  County  Bank,”  I 
have  received  at  the  Treasury  during  the  fiscal  year,  the  notes  of  said  bank,  to  the 
amount  of  eighteen  thousand,  seven  hundred,  and  ninety  one  dollars,  and  took  the  bond 
of  the  president  of  the  bank,  and  have  placed  the  securities  stated  in  the  act,  in  the 
hands  of  counsel  for  collection.  These  notes,  thus  received,  form  a  part  of  the  una¬ 
vailable  funds  now  in  the  Treasury. 

I  was  also  authorized,  by  an  act  passed  the  27th  of  March,  1845,  to  receive  from 
certain  collectors  of  tolls,  and  county  treasurers,  the  depreciated  issues  of  the  Towanda 
bank,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  West  Branch  Bank,  on  certain  conditions 
therein  stated.  Being  satisfied,  in  accordance  with  the  said  act,  that  the  same  were 
received,  bona  fide,  in  payment  of  tolls  and  taxes  due  to  the  Commonwealth,  before 
such  officers  had  any  knowledge  of  any  fraudulent  issues,  or  that  the  bank  had  failed, 
1  allowed  the  followin<T  sums  to  the  collector  and  treasurers  herein  stated  ; 

John  F.  Smith,  a  surety  of  Joseph  Snyder,  deceased,  former  collector  at 

Parkesburg,  $929  00 

Francis  C.  Burnside,  former  treasurer  of  Montgomery  county,  243  00 

Thomas  P.  Simmons,  former  treasurer  of  Clinton  county,  70  00 


$1,242  00 


These  sums  had  been  deposited  by  the  persons  above  named,  with  my  immediate 
predecessor;  they  now  constitute  a  part  of  the  unavailable  funds  in  the  Treasury. 

During  the  last  winter  I  received  such  information,  as  made  it  my  duty  to  have  addi¬ 
tional  watchmen  at  the  Treasury,  and  adopt  other  measures  for  the  more  perfect 
security  of  the  public  funds.  Mr.  Recorder  Vaux,  of  Philadelphia,  and  others  of  the 
city  police,  as  also  Mr.  A.  M.  C.  Smith,  of  the  New  York  police,  have  rendered  es¬ 
sential  service  in  relation  to  this  subject.  I  have  been  recently  informed  by  Mr.  Vaux, 
that  he  has  secured,  and  now  has  in  his  possession,  certain  false  keys,  which  were 
intended  to  be  used  as  a  means  of  committing  a  felony  upon  the  Treasury.  The  ex¬ 
penses,  attending  the  action  of  the  police,  have  been  paid  by  themselves.  I  would 
recommend  that  authority  should  be  given  to  settle  and  pay  the  accounts  for  services 
in  this  case,  as  other  accounts  are  authorized  to  be  settled,  and  that  it  be  extended  to 
meet  similar  cases,  should  they  occur. 

In  the  estimate  submitted,  for  the  expenditures  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  it  will  be 
observed,  that  I  have  embraced  the  total  amount  of  all  liabilities,  including  a  large 
amount  of  interest  certificates,  which  have  not  yet  been  funded,  but  which,  it  is  proba¬ 
ble,  will  be  done  in  the  course  of  the  year,  should  the  law  be  continued  which  autho¬ 
rizes  it — they  are,  therefore,  included.  I  have  also  added  the  cases  of  interest,  guar¬ 
antied  to  the  several  railroad  and  navigation  companies.  There  are  certain  conditions, 
upon  which  the  payment  of  these  sums  is  predicated.  These  are  properly  the  subject 
of  examination  by  the  Executive  and  Legislative  power.  These  estimates  are  made 
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from  the  best  data  in  my  possession,  and  from  a  careful  comparison  of  former  years,  in 
view  of  the  laws  as  they  now  exist.  I  feel  the  fullest  confidence  in  expressing  the 
opinion,  that  whilst  the  receipts  may  exceed  the  amount  stated,  the  expenditures  will 
not  be  beyond  the  estimated  amount.  This  opinion  is  fortified  from  a  consideration 
of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  16th  of  April,  1846,  entitled  “An  Act  to  increase 
the  revenue,  and  diminish  the  Legislative  expenses  of  the  government,”  from  the  in¬ 
creased  activity  and  promptness  in  the  public  officers  and  agents,  and  the  advancing 
prosperity  of  our  State  generally.  It  is,  however,  of  vital  importance,  that  the  receipts 
during  the  fiscal  year,  should  be  certainly  commensurate  with  the  expenditures,  irre¬ 
spective  of  any  balance  remaining  in  the  treasury.  I  firmly  believe,  that  this  desir¬ 
able  object  can  be  attained,  if  the  following  suggestions  are  adopted,  or  others  of  a 
similar  tendency,  which  may  occur  to  the  Legislature  as  being,  in  their  opinion,  equally 
as  efficient,  and  more  expedient  and  proper. 

The  public  spirit  and  energy  of  our  citizens  during  the  past  year,  have  supplied,  in 
some  measure,  the  want  of  legal  enactments,  but  it  is  proper  that  the  laws  should  reach 
the  tardy  and  the  negligent.  It  is  evident  that  more  promptness  must  be  secured,  in 
the  collection  of  taxes,  and  their  payment  into  the  Treasury.  It  is  the  interest  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  also  of  tax  payers,  that  the  taxes  of  each  year  should  be  collected 
within  the  proper  year.  Each  county,  under  existing  laws,  is  bound  to  pay  its  quota 
of  State  taxes,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  January  in  each  year;  but  the  collectors 
warrants  are  valid  in  their  hands  for  three  years ;  this  affords  an  excuse  for  postponing 
payment  in  many  cases,  and  thus  the  taxes  of  two  years,  to  the  injury  of  the  citizen 
and  of  the  State,  are  collected  in  one  year.  I  propose  that  the  warrants  be  made  void 
in  the  hands  of  the  collector,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January  in  each  year.  I  men¬ 
tion  the  first  Tuesday,  so  as  to  allow  time  for  its  transmission  to  the  Treasury,  before 
the  period  when  interest  will  be  charged.  I  earnestly  recommencf  this  change  in  the 
law,  should  the  Legislature  not  adopt  the  more  important  one,  which  I  will  now  state, 
viz :  That  the  duplicates  be  at  once  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  county  treasurer,  and 
dispense  witli  the  agency  of  township  or  ward  collectors.  The  treasurer  to  be  required 
to  visit  eaeh  township  and  ward  on  certain  days,  of  which  he  shall  give  due  notice. 
Let  an  abatement  of  five  per  cent,  be  allowed  the  tax  payer,  if  he  pays  before  a  certain 
time  to  be  stated,  say  the  15th  of  July — between  that  period  and  the  30th  November, 
no  deduction  to  be  made — and  if  not  then  paid,  the  person  in  default  to  be  charged  in¬ 
terest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  the  costs  of  collection.  To  meet 
the  case  of  large  and  populous  districts,  or  in  the  event  of  the  treasurer’s  inability  to 
attend,  &c.,  that  officer  to  have  the  power  to  appoint  deputies,  he  and  his  sureties 
being  held  responsible  for  their  faithful  discharge  of  duty.  The  effect  of  this  measure, 
it  is  believed,  would  produce  more  rapid  and  concentrated  collections,  diminish  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  collections,  and  be  greatly  advantageous  to  the  people.  In  the  event  of  this 
suggestion  not  meeting  with  your  approbation,  I  hope  the  recommendation  in  reference 
to  the  warrants  of  collectors,  will  be  adopted. 

A  difference  of  opinion  prevailed  in  the  several  counties,  whether  under  the  act  of 
the  29th  April,  1844,  trades  and  occupations  below  two  hundred  dollars,  were  taxable 
for  State  purposes.  In  the  returns  made  to  the  State  Treasurer,  of  the  assessments 
for  1845,  for  the  action  of  the  board  of  revenue  commissioners,  it  appeared  that  several 
counties  had  included  them,  whilst  in  others  they  were  not  returned.  This  circum¬ 
stance,  together  with  a  want  of  eertainty  in  the  law,  induced  a  majority  of  the  board 
to  exclude  them  in  fixing  the  quota  for  the  several  counties.  The  32d  section  of  the 
act  in  question,  enumerates  among  the  objects  of  taxation  “all  offices  and  posts  of  pro¬ 
fit,  professions,  trades  and  occupations,  except  the  occupations  of  farmers.”  The  34th 
section  fixes  the  rate  of  taxation,  and  among  other  provisions  enacts  “upon  trades,  oc¬ 
cupations  and  professions,  one  per  cent,  upon  every  dollar  of  the  value  thereof,  above 
two  hundred  dollars,  and  upon  all  other  property  heretofore  made  taxable  for  State  pur¬ 
poses,  or  that  are  made  so,  by  the  32nd  section  of  this  act,  three  mills  upon  every  dol¬ 
lar  of  the  value  thereof.”  The  word  “property”  in  the  act,  is  indiscriminately  applied 
to  all  objects  of  taxation.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  trades,  professions  and  occu¬ 
pations,  except  the  occupation  of  farmers,  below  two  hundred  dollars,  are  properly 
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taxable  at  three  mills ;  and  as  there  is  no  valid  reason,  why  all  our  citizens,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  income  and  property,  should  not  bear  a  portion  of  the  burdens  of  govern¬ 
ment,  I  would  recommend  that  provision  be  made,  by  a  declaratory  act,  to  include  all 
trades,  professions  and  occupations,  (except  the  occupation  of  farmers)  in  the  assess¬ 
ments  for  1846,  and  subsequent  years.  ^Iany  of  the  assessm°nts  for  this  year,  will 
no  doubt  be  completed  before  the  law  can  be  passed,  but  as  this  class  of  incomes  is 
assessed  for  county  purposes,  the  tax  can  be  added  by  the  commissioners  before  the 
duplicates  issue.  ' 

The  law  taxing  moneys  at  interest,  due  from  solvent  debtors,  is  very  imperfectly  en¬ 
forced.  This  subject  was  very  fully  investigated  by  the  board  of  revenue  commis¬ 
sioners.  I  beg  leave  to  present  an  extract,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  from  their  report 
made  on  the  18th  of  March  last : — “It  has  been  abundantly  proved  to  the  board,  that 
there  is  a  great  deficiency  in  the  returns  of  moneys  at  interest,  due  to  individuals.  As 
to  money  due  to  non-residents  in  ordinary  cases,  it  is  not  presumed,  that  this  was  in¬ 
tended  to  be  taxed;  but  where  it  has  been  secured  by  a  lien  upon  lands  in  our  Stale, 
whether  on  articles  of  agreement  for  the  sale  of  land,  or  on  mortgage  on  land,  it  is  not 
so  clear  that  it  is  not  a  legitimate  object  of  taxation.  But  in  no  case  does  there  seem 
to  be  any  adequate  power  committed  to  the  assessors,  to  find  out  even  those  moneys  at 
interest,  that  are  certainly  subject  to  taxation.  It  has  been  suggested,  that  they  misht 
be  reached  with  more  certainty,  by  empowering  and  requiring  the  assessors  to  demand 
from  each  individual  a  statement  or  answer  in  writing,  or  even  on  oath,  as  to  the 
amount  of  money  on  interest  due  to  him.  The  same  suggestion  has  been  also  made, 
as  to  the  mode  of  obtaining  an  account  of  other  taxable  personal  property,  such  as  fur¬ 
niture,  tfec.  It  will,  no  doubt,  appear  to  many,  that  such  modes  of  scrutiny  must 
necessarily  become  odious  to  large  numbers  of  our  citizens,  as  tending  too  much  to 
expose  the  private  affairs  of  individuals  to  the  world.  But  it  seems  to  the  board,  that 
this  is  an  objection,  rather  to  the  tax,  than  the  mode  of  carrying  it  into  effect.  It  is 
natural  for  those  who  desire  to  avoid  their  own  share  of  the  public  burdens,  to  make 
complaint  against  the  means  adopted  to  compel  them  to  their  duty.  But  a  tax  that 
cannot  be  equally  enforced  upon  all,  ought  not  to  exist.  As  the  assessments  are  now 
laid,  it  is  plain  to  every  man,  that  in  relation  to  many  objects  of  taxation,  the  lionest 
and  patriotic  chiefly  are  effected,  while  the  dishonest  and  selffsh  escape  the  payment  of 
their  just  proportion  of  the  public  dues.  A  scrutiny  into  private  affairs  is,  certainly 
odious,  and  public  taxes  are  odious ;  but  they  are  most  odious  to  the  selfish  and  the 
dishonest,  and  all  taxation  must  necessarily  become  so,  even  to  the  honest  lovers  of 
their  country,  if  they  discover  that  the  mode  of  taxation  is  such,  that  honest  men  alone 
are  compelled  to  bear  them.  If  any  thing  is  properly  an  object  of  taxation,  it  must  be 
found  out,  however  attempted  to  be  withheld.  Whatever  means  may  be  adopted  to 
effect  this  purpose,  some  will  oppose — honest  men  must  support  them- — the  owners  of 
the  soil  must  support  them,  or  bear  an  undue  proportion  of  taxation  themselves.”  A 
careful  investigation  of  the  average  profits  of  lands  in  this  State,  has  satisfied  me 
that  they  do  not  yield  to  the  owner  more  than  three  per  cent,  per  annum,  whilst  their 
tangible  form  places  upon  them  the  weight  of  the  county,  township  and  municipal  tax¬ 
ation.  It  is  just  that  the  law  which  taxes  moneys  at  interest,  which  generally  yields 
six  per  cent.,  should  be  more  strictly  enforced.  Some  more  efficient  legislation  seems 
to  be  required.  Perhaps  a  law  prohibiting  the  collection  of  interest,  in  all  cases  where 
the  creditor  has  failed  to  have  the  assessment  made,  might  remedy  the  evil.  This  sub¬ 
ject  is  referred  to  the  especial  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  in  full  confidence  that 
some  measures  will  be  adopted,  which  will  place  upon  this  species  of  property  and 
income,  its  just  proportion  of  the  public  burdens. 

It  is  a  subject  of  complaint,  that  the  indirect  taxes  which  arise  from  licenses  of  vari¬ 
ous  kinds,  the  collateral  inheritance  tax,  auction  duties,  and  others  of  a  similar  charac¬ 
ter,  are  imperfectly  assessed  and  collected.  It  is  belierv^ed  that  the  fifth  section  of  the 
act  of  the  16th  of  April,  1845,  will  in  part  correct  the  evil,  so  far  as  relates  to  dealers 
in  merchandize  in  the  counties  therein  named.  But  it  will  be  observed,  that  the  reve¬ 
nues  derived  from  these  sources,  have  not  increased  with  the  acknowledged  and  known 
advance  of  business. 
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A  comparison  of  the  receipts  of  the  last  year,  with  former  years,  will  exhibit  the 
truth  of  this  observation ;  and  it  may  well  be  inquired,  whether  some  further  legislation 
is  not  necessary,  and  an  additional  amount  of  revenue  secured  from  these  sources. 

I  would  further  recommend,  that  the  act  passed  at  the  last  session,  taxing  the  “  public 
loans  and  stocks,  issued  by  the  Commonwealth,”  be  extended,  so  as  to  apply  to  the 
guarantee  of  interest  to  tlie  several  railroad  and  navigation  companies,  to  which  interest 
is  payable.  There  is  no  valid  reason  why  any  distinction  should  exist  between  these 
stocks  and  those  issued  by  the  Commonwealth. 

The  result  produced  by  the  adoption  of  these  measures  oi  others  of  a  similar  ten¬ 
dency,  I  confitlently  believe,  will  place  the  receipts  within  the  fiscal  year,  equal  to  the 
expenditures,  without  reference  to  the  balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  30th  November, 
1845.  I  view  it,  therefore,  within  the  power,  as  it  is  the  unquestionable  duty  and 
interest  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  establish  a  sinking  fund  for  the  gradual  liquidation 
of  the  public  debt.  I  need  not  speak  of  the  policy  of  this  measure,  it  is  a  self-evident 
proposition,  and  we  can  rely  upon  our  citizens  to  sustain  it.  They  are  willing  to  make 
sacrifices  to  maintain  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Commonwealth, — how  much  more 
cheerfully  will  they  pay  to  the  government,  when  they  are  discharging  the  mortgage 
which  now  rests  upon  the  Commonwealth,  and  each  of  her  citizens?  We  have  a 
great,  prosperous,  and  wealthy  State  ;  but  that  mortgage,  placed  upon  us,  it  must  be 
admitted,  in  part,  at  least,  by  erratic  legislation,  is  a  grievous  burden.  The  first  dollar 
that  would  go  into  the  sinking  fund,  would  be  evidence  of  our  safety,  and  every  citizen 
would  breathe  more  freely.  Every  species  of  property,  and  every  variety  of  business 
would  advance  under  its  influence ;  and  whilst  the  debt  would  be  diminishing,  the  pub¬ 
lic  revenues  would  be  increasing,  and  thus  the  piosperity  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
that  of  her  citizens  promoted,  for  they  are  inseparable  from  each  other. 

In  view  of  this  important  measure,  and  in  order  to  render  the  establishment  of  a 
sinking  fund  absolutely  certain,  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  imposing  a  moderate  lax  upon  anthracite 
coal.  From  the  best  sources  of  information  in  my  power,  it  appears  that  about  two 
millions,  two  hundred  thousand  tons,  have  been  sent  to  market  within  the  last  season. 
This  trade  is  annually  increasing  at  a  rapid  rate,  and  it  is  believed  that  a  tax  of  ten 
cents  per  ton,  would  yield  during  the  next  year,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  revenue  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  public  works,  although 
in  many  cases  not  constructed  immediately  from  the  cqal  regions,  afford  facilities  by  ' 
which  this  valuable  mineral  reaches  its  market,  within  our  own  State  and  abroad.  This 
small  lax,  it  is  believed,  would  not  sensibly  diminish  to  the  coal  operators  its  value  as 
an  article  of  profit,  and  the  consumer  can  well  afford  to  pay  the  small  advance  for  an 
article,  without  which  the  price  of  fuel  would  be  in  many  cases  perhaps  one  hundred 
per  cent,  higher  than  it  now  is.  If  this  proposed  tax  should  be  adopted,  the  revenue 
arising  therefrom  should  be  exclusively  applied  to  a  sinking  fund.  There  are  objec¬ 
tions  to  a  tax  on  the  article  stated,  and  the  same  observation  may  be  made  in  relation 
to  all  objects  of  taxation.  But  as  it  is  the  true  policy  of  our  State  to  establish  a  sink¬ 
ing  fund,  additional  revenue  must  be  procured.  The  means  of  accomplishing  this, 
are  properly  and  exclusively  the  province  of  the  legislative  power.  Perhaps  other 
sources  of  revenue,  equally  as  efficient  and  expedient  may  be  suggested,  and  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Legislature,  will  operate  more  uniformly  and  justly,  and  thus  the 
proposed  tax  avoided.  If  so,  I  will  be  much  gratified.  Believing  that  we  ought  to 
provide  for  the  full  extent  of  our  acknowledged  annual  liabilities,  in  connexion  with 
measures  that  will  produce  a  gradual  liquidation  of  our  debt,  I  have  brought  the  subject 
to  your  notice. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  observe,  that  the  system  recently  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of 
making  specific  appropriations,  has  had  a  beneficial  operation.  I  w'ould  suggest,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  public  interests  would  be  greatly  subserved,  by  the  passage  of  the  bill  at 
an  earlier  period  in  the  session  than  has  heretofore  been  done.  The  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  Slate,  in  view  of  the  taxes  imposed  on  our  citizens,  seems  to  require 
the  most  scrutinizing  care  and  economy  in  the  appropriation  and  expenditure  of  the 
public  money.  The  postponement  of  this  important  subject  until  the  session  is  draw- 
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ing  to  a  close,  prevents  a  proper  examination  of  it,  and  it  frequently  happens  that  a 
bill  passes  contrary  to  the  judgment  of  tlie  Legislature,  for  the  reason  that  there  is  not 
time  to  get  up  a  better  one. 

During  the  last  year,  the  interest  on  the  funded  debt  and  all  other  liabilities  of  the 
Commonwealth,  were  promptly  paid.  My  estimates  anticipate  a  similar  result  for  the 
present  year.  An  appropriation  should  therefore  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  as  it  falls  due ;  and  as  a  semi-annual  payment  occurs  on  the  1st  of  February 
next,  it  is  necessary  that  the  law  should  be  passed  without  delay.  Sufficient  funds 
will  be  in  the  Treasury  to  make  the  payment  required. 

JAMES  ROSS  SNOWDEN, 

State  Treasurer. 

Treasury  Office  of  Penn’a, 

January  7,  1846. 
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^  .  I 

/  A. 

>11  f 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

\ 

Funded  debt,  viz :  • 

6  per  cent,  stocks,  -  -  $1,752,335  06 

5  “  “  “  -  -  -  -  34,786,932  37 

4^  “  “  “  -  ■  -  "  -  200,000  00 

Total  funded  debt,  1st  December,  1845, - $36,739,267  43 

Relief  notes  in  circulation,  .  -  _  -  .  1,258,572  00 

Interest  certificates  outstanding,  -  -  -  $2,689,022  49 

Do.  unclaimed,  -  -  -  28,391  72 

Interest  on  these,  at  4|  per  cent.,  to  1st  of  August, 

1845,  if  funded,  .  .  -  .  171,389  15 

-  2,888,803  36 

Domestic  creditors,  ------  99,750  43' 


Total  public  debt  1st  December,  1845,  -  -  -  $40,986,393  22 


B. 

PUBLIC  PROPERTY. 


(yanals  and  railroads,  at  original  cost. 

Public  buildings  and  grounds  at  Harrisburg,  estima¬ 
ted  value,  -  - ,  - 

■4  * 

Money  due  on  unpatented  lands,  -  -  - 

State  arsenals,  powder  magazines,  &c.,  estimated. 
Stock  in  sundry  corporations,  par  value,  - 

Total  public  property,  - 


$28,643,316  77 

250,000  00 
190,000  00 
100,000  00 
2,045,476  79 

- $31,228,793  56 
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Summary  Statement  of  the  Receipts  at  the  State  Treasury  from  the  Is/  of  Decem¬ 
ber^  1844,  to  the  30/^  of  November,  1845,  both  days  inclusive. 


Lands,  -  _ 

Auction  commissions,  -  _  -  - 

Auction  duties. 

Tax  on  bank  dividends,  -  -  -  - 

Tax  on  corporation  stocks. 

Tax  on  real  and  personal  estate,  -  -  - 

Tavern  licenses,  -  -  -  -  - 

Retailers’  licenses,  >  _  _  - 

Pedlars’  licenses,  -  -  .  - 

Brokers’  licenses,  _  .  -  - 

Pamphlet  laws,  -  -  -  -  - 

Militia  fines,  -  '  - 

Tax  on  writs,  &;c.,  _  -  -  - 

Tax  on  certain  offices. 

Collateral  inheritance  tax,  _  -  - 

Canal  and  railroad  tolls,  -  -  - 

Canal  fines  and  sales  of  public  property,  - 
Enrolment  of  charters,  -  -  -  - 

Tax  on  loans,  -  _  -  -  - 

Loans,  ------ 

Dividends,  -  _  _  -  - 

Accrued  interest,  -  _  -  - 

Refunded  cash,  -  -  -  -  - 

Escheats,  -  -  _  -  - 

Fees  of  the  Secretary’s  and  Auditor  General’s  offices. 
Miscellaneous,  ----- 

t 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  lst*Deeember,  1844, 
Unavailable  deposite  in  Bank  of  the  United  States, 


$12,457 

66 

18,900 

00 

71,248 

03 

86,675 

88 

80,147 

50 

1,318,332 

02 

36,112 

65 

72,908 

17 

1,427 

89 

1,712 

50 

99 

45 

7,838 

18 

30,820 

16 

2,596 

13 

33,650 

80 

1,154,591 

55 

5,639 

46 

1,600 

00 

55,788 

50 

2,150 

00 

1,199 

00 

2,335 

06 

8,577 

34 

909 

81 

885 

65 

L458 

95 

$3,010,062 

34 

663,851 

88 

280,000 

00 

943,851 

88 

$3,953,914  22 
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D. 

Summary  Statement  of  the  payments  at  the  State  Treasury  from  the  \st  of  Decem¬ 
ber^  1844,  to  the  30//i  of  November^  1845,  both  days  inclusive. 

\ 

Public  improvements,  .  -  -  -  $661,340  66 


Expenses  of  government, 

Militia  expenses,  -  '  - 

Pensions  and  gratuities,  - 
Charitable  institutions. 

Common  schools. 

Loans,  _  -  -  - 

Interest  on  loans. 

Guaranty  of  interest. 

Domestic  creditors. 

Cancelled  relief  notes. 

Damages  on  the  public  works. 

Revenue  commissioners,  - 
Special  commissioners, 

State  library,  -  -  - 

Public  buildings  and  grounds. 
Penitentiaries,  -  -  - 

House  of  refuge. 

Conveying  fugitives, 

Nicholson  lands. 

Escheats,  .  ,  - 

Philadelphia  riots, 

City  of  Pittsburg, 

Abatement  of  Slate  tax,  -  ’ 

Premiums  on  silk. 

Miscellaneous,  -  -  - 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  1st  Dec.,  1845, 
Unavailable  deposite  in  U.  Sv  Bank, 


239,304  20 
18,831  92 
41,858  29 
14,643  35 
234,331  88 
26,033  01 

1,789,990  30 
20,125  42 
8,953  50 
85,000  00 
26,303  40 
2,236  82 
1,007  28 
T  1,240  00 

1,137  86 
13,972  00 
4,000  00 
711  94 
222  50 
799  72 
45,252  32 
30,000  00 
17,685  89 
18  00 
4,027  87 

- - $3,289,028  13 

$384,886  09 
280,000  00 

-  664,886  09 


$3,953,914  22 
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E. 

Appropriations  and  balances  of  appropriations  under  the  Act  of  16//i  Aprils  1845, 
remaining  unpaid  on  the  \st  day  of  December^  1845. 

Executive  department,  _  _  -  -  83,016  67 

Auditor  General,  -  -  -  -  -  700  00 

Surveyor  General,  -  -  _  -  -  600  00 

Attorney  General,  -----  300  00 

State  Treasurer,  -----  933  34 

Clerk  hire  in  the  State  department,  -  -  -  1,500  00 

Do.  Auditor  General’s  office,  -  -  2,250  00 

Do.  State  Treasurer’s  office,  -  -  1,600  00 

Do.  Surveyor  General’s  office,  -  -  1,750  00 

State  Librarian,  -----  364  00 

Judiciary,  ------  50,798  53 

Pensions  and  gratuities,  -  -  .  -  17.030  68 

Common  schools,  -----  111,044  38 

Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  -  •  -  9,000  00 

Repairs  of  the  canals  and  railroads,  -  -  -  5,890  20 

Repairs  after  the  1st  December,  1845,  -  -  34,400  00 

Canal  Commissioners,  secretary  and  contingencies,  -  4,025  00 

Collectors,  weiffh-masters,  lock-keepers,  &c.,  -  12,000  00 

Eastern  reservoir,  -----  20,000  00 

Damages  prior  to  16th  April,  1845,  -  -  -  7,573  69 

J.  D.  Lawal,  commissioner,  &c.,  -  -  -  15  00 

Interest  to  domestic  creditors,  -  -  -  2,783  03 

Interest  on  relief  notes,  -  -  .  -  8,800  90 

State  Library,  -----  250  00 

Bounties  to  convicts,  -----  228  00 

Commissioners  relative  to  Delaware  division.  Pa.  canal,  229  69 

Commissioners  relative  to  main  line,  -  -  -  498  25 

Expenses  of  the  Legislature,  -  -  -  -  85,000  00 

Public  printing,  -----  12,350  00 

Danville  and  Pottsville  railroad  guaranty,  -  -  15,000  00 

t  ’ontingent  expenses  of  the  Executive  and  State  departments,  1,059  28 
Do.  do.  Auditor  General’s  office,  -  780  00 

Do.  do.  State  Treasurer’s  office,  -  750  00 

Do.  do.  Surveyor  General’s  office,  -  446  88 


$412,967  52 


2  Treas.  Rep. 
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F. 


Estimate  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  current 

fiscal  year,  ending  the  ^Qth  November,  1846. 


Lands, 

Auction  commissions,  .  -  -  - 

Auction  duties,  ----- 
Tax  on  bank  dividends,  -  -  -  - 

Tax  on  corporation  stocks,  -  -  - 

Tax  on  real  and  personal  estate,  -  -  - 

Tavern  licences,  -  -  -  -  - 

Retailers’  licenses,  -  -  -  _ 

Pedlars’  licenses,  .  -  -  . 

Brokers’  licenses,  -  _  _ 

Pamphlet  laws,  -  -  -  -  - 

Militia  fines,  -  -  -  -  _ 

Tax  on  writs,  &c.,  -  -  .  - 

Tax  on  certain  offices,  -  -  -  _ 

Collateral  inheritance  tax,  -  -  . 

Canal  and  railroad  tolls,  -  -  -  - 

Enrolment  of  charters,  -  -  -  _ 

Tax  on  loans,  -  -  -  -  . 

Dividends,  -  .  -  -  _ 

Accrued  interest,  -  -  -  -  - 

Escheats,  -  -  -  - 

Fees  of  the  Secretary’s  and  Auditor  General’s  offices. 
Miscellaneous,  .  -  -  -  - 

Balance  in  the  Treasuay,  1st  December,  1845, 
Unavailable  deposite  in  United  States  Bank, 


$12,000  00 
25,000  00 
75,000  00 
96,000  00 
100,000  00 
1,300,000  00 
36,000  00 
90,000  00 
1,800  00 
7,000  00 
200  00 
10,000  00 
40,000  00 
5,000  00 
30,000  00 
1,275,000  00 
1,500  00 
100,000  00 
1,200  00 
4,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 
15,000  00 

- $3,226,700  00 

384,886  09 
280,000  00 

-  664,886  09 


$3,891,586  09 


G. 


Estimate  of  the  Expenditures  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  cur¬ 
rent  fiscal  year,  ending  30/A  of  November,  1846. 

I 

Public  improvements,  viz : 

Ordinary  repairs  of  canals  and  railroads,  $222,500  00 


Re-building  Shaver’s  ford  aqueduct, 
Shamokin,  Nanticoke  &  Dunnsburg  dams. 
Salaries  of  collectors,  weigh-masters  and 
inspectors. 

Do.  lock-keepers. 

Do.  Canal  Commissioners,  secre¬ 

tary,  &c.. 

Maintenance  of  motive  power,  - 

Expenses  of  government. 

Militia  expenses, 

Pensions  and  gratuities,  - 

Carried  forward, 


10,000  00 

25,000  00 

31,700  00 
33,000  00 

5.300  00 
250,000  00 


$577,500  00 
240,000  00 
10,000  00 
40,000  00 

555,555  55 
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Brought  forward,  -  -  -  $111,111  00 

Charitable  institutions,  viz : 

Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  $18,000  00 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and 

Dumb,  ....  11,000  00 

-  29,000  00 

Common  schools,  _  -  .  -  200,000  00 


Interest  on  loans,  viz ; 

On  funded  debt,  as  it  stood  on  the  1st 

Dec.,  1845,  -  -  $1,-853,486  72 

“  interest  certiticates,  when  funded,  144,440  17 
“  relief  issues,  -  -  20,084  18 

domestic  creditor  scrip,  -  5,985  02 

- ; - 2,023,996  09 


Guaranty  of  interest,  viz  : 

Danville  and  Pottsville  railroad,  - 
Bald  Eagle  and  Spring  creek  navigation, 
Tioga  navigation. 

Cancelled  relief  notes. 

State  Library, 

Public  buildings  and  grounds, 


30.000  00 
10,000  00 
5,000  00 

-  45,000  00 

200,000  00 
1,000  00 
1,000  00 


Penitentiaries,  viz : 

Eastern  Penitentiary,  salaries  of  officers. 
Western  do.  do. 

Bounties  to  convicts. 


■$8,000  00 
5,000  00 
1,000  00 


House  of  refuge, 

Conveying  fugitives. 

Escheats,  _  _  . 

Philadelphia  riots. 

Abatement  of  State  tax,  - 

Public  works,  extraordinary,  viz : 

Damages,  _  _  . 

New  locomotives  and  trucks. 
Eastern  reservoir. 

Canal  breaches. 

Miscellaneous,  -  -  - 


$20,000  00 
20,000  00 
30,000  00 
15,000  00 


Balance  in  the  Treasury,  1st  Dec.,  1846, 
Unavailable  deposite  in  United  States  Bank, 


14,000  00 
4,000  00 
1,000  00 
500  00 
12,000  00 
20,000  00 


85,000  00 

10,000  00 

- $3,513,996  09 

97,590  00 
280,000  00 

-  377,590  00 


$3,891,586  09 


Note. — Embraced  in  the  foregoing  estimate  of  expenditures  are  the  following  un¬ 
drawn  appropriations  for  theY^ar  1845,  viz  : 

Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Blind,  _  .  -  $9,000  00 

Danville  and  Pottsville  railroad,  -  -  .  -  15,000  00 

- $24,000  00 


'll 


f 
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H. 


STATEMENT  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  INTEREST  CERTIFICATES. 


i^ount  of  interest  certificates  funded  to  the  31st  of  December,  1845, 
inclusive, 

Interest  added  to  the  principal,  -  .  .  .  .  . 


Total  amount  funded  to  31st  Dec.,  1845, 

Outstanding  interest  certificates,  1st  Jan’y,  1846,  - 
Unclaimed  do.  do.  do. 

Outstanding  and  unclaimed,  1st  Jan’y?  1846, 

Interest  to  be  added,  -  .  -  .  . 

Total  amount  remaining  to  be  funded  1st  Jan’y?  1846, 


$2,336,515 

40 

144,881 

37 

2,481,396 

77 

$2,101,640 

03 

28,391 

72 

2,130,031 

75 

134,713 

17 

2,264,744 

92 

i 


A  TABULAR  STATEMENT, 

Showing  the  assessed  valuation  of  property^  and  the  amount  of  tax  assessed  for  the  year  1845,  in  the  several  counties  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth^  as  fixed  by  the  Revenue  Commissioners ;  the  amount  payable^  allowing  eight  per  cent,  for  collection  and  exonerations;  the 
amount  paid  up  to  the  \st  Januarip  1846;  the  amount  yet  due,  and  the  amount  of  abatement  alloived  on  payments  made  ff teen  days 
previous  to  the  Ist  August,  \SA^,  'pcr  act  of  2dth  April,  1844. 
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Copy  of  a  Circular  addressed  to  the  Commissioners  and  Treasurer  of  each  county. 

State  Treasury  Office,  7 
Harrisburg,  May  24,  1845.5 

Gentlemen  : — The  importance  of  making  a  vigorous  and  energetic  effort  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  payment  of  the  interest  due  in  August,  and  thus  maintain  the  credit  and  honor 
of  our  Commonwealth,  induces  me  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  42nd  section 
of  the  act  of  the  29th  April,  1844.  A  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  re¬ 
ferred  to,  will  save  to  your  county  five  per  cent,  of  your  taxes,  and  you  will  have  the 
satisfaction  of  aiding  the  commonwealth  at  this  important  crisis. 

In  order  to  secure  so  desirable  a  result,  so  far  as  my  right  extends,  I  will  give  the 
act  a  construction  as  liberal  and  beneficial  as  it  will  permit.  The  quota  of  the  county 
will  be  received,  exclusive  of  the  amount  of  unseated  land  tax,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not 
come  within  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  act,  because  its  collection  can  only  be  en¬ 
forced  every  second  year ;  and  an  allowance  will  also  be  made  for  such  amount  as  may 
be  ascertained  to  be  impracticable  to  collect.  This  may  be  estimated  when  the  pay¬ 
ment  is  made,  and  the  exact  amount  ascertained  when,  the  duplicates  are  fully  settled. 
You  will  thus  perceive  that  the  payment  previous  to  the  first  of  August,  as  provided  in 
the  act,  will  be  greatly  advantageous  to  your  county,  and  ought  to  be  made,  although 
you  should  appropriate  your  county  funds  for  that  purpose.  The  propriety  of  the 
measure,  its  utility  and  economy,  are  greatly  increased  by  a  consideration  of  other  por¬ 
tions  of  the  law  referred  to,  which  compels  the  payment  of  interest  by  each  county. 
You  will  avoid  this,  and  you  will  escape  the  perplexity  and  labor  of  an  interest  account 
which  you  will  be  required  to  keep. 

These  considerations,  and  others  which  I  might  urge,  but  which  the  limits  of  this 
circular  prevent  me  from  presenting,  it  is  earnestly  hoped,  will  induce  a  strong  and 
united  effort,  on  the  part  of  each  county  in  the  Commonwealth,  to  maintain  our  public 
engagements,  and  secure  the  State  from  the  humiliating  attitude  of  a  non-paying  State. 
We  paid  our  interest  in  February,  and  we  can  do  so  in  August  and  February  next,  if 
active  and  prompt  measures  are  adopted  in  the  several  counties  of  the  Commonwealth  5 
and  in  case  that  can  be  accomplished,  our  credit  is  placed  on  a  sure  basis,  and  the  na¬ 
ture  of  our  securities  can  be  changed  so  as  to  relieve  the  Commonwealth  from  one  to 
two-fifths  of  her  present  rate  of  interest. 

The  assessments  for  this  year  amount  to  $1,299,962  61.  The  net  tolls  from  the 
canals  and  railroads  last  year,  were  $635,572  97.  It  is  believed,  that  this  year  will 
at  least  equal  the  last,  and  it  will  thus  be  seen  that  these  two  items  a^’e  sufficient  to  pay 
the  interest,  or  nearly  so.  The  amount  due  from  former  assessments,  and  the  ordinary 
revenues,  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government. 

I  present  this  brief  view  at  this  time,  to  shew  that  there  is  no  ground  for  despon¬ 
dency  and  gloom ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  highest  inducement  to  be  active,  vigilant 
and  faithful.  These  will  lead  to  the  happiest  results. 

I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you,  as  I  will  be  desirous  of  knowing  what  action 
you  intend  to  take  on  this  communication,  and  would  be  happy  to  receive  any  sugges¬ 
tions  which  may  occur  to  you  in  relation  to  this  subject. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  SNOWDEN, 

State  Treasurer, 


\ 


I 
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Copy  of  a  Circular  addressed  to  the  Commissioners  and  Treasurer  of  each  county. 

State  Treasury  Office, 
Harrisburg^  June  2,  1845. 

Gentlemen  : — In  my  circular  of  the  24th  ultimo,  I  called  your  attention  to  certain 
portions  of  the  act  of  the  29th  April,  1844,  relating  to  the  assessments  for  1845.  1 

presented  the  fact,  that  it  was  your  interest  to  pay,  and  that  I  relied  also  upon  your 
patriotism — your  attachment  to  our  Commonwealth — and  your  lively  interest  in  her 
honor  and  fair  fame,  to  induce  a  vigorous  effort. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state,  that  I  have  already  received  information  that  some 
counties  are  making  exertions  to  comply  with  my  requisition ;  and  I  have  every  reason 
to  believe  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  assessments  of  1845.  will  be  received  into 
the  Treasury  in  time  for  its  proper  use  on  the  1st  of  August.  Let  this  assurance  en¬ 
courage  you  to  make  exertions  worthy  the  occasion.  There  is  no  time  to  be  lost.  If 
you  have  not  already  resolved  to  make  an  effort  to  comply  with  ray  former  circular, 
permit  me  most  earnestly  again  to  press  it  upon  your  attention. 

iNIy  principal  object  in  this  communication,  however,  is,  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  assessments  of  former  years.  Allowing  eight  per  cent,  for  collections  and  exonera¬ 
tions,  there  is  now  due  from  the  several  counties  the  net  amount  of  S545,530  50. 
This  amount  arises  from  the  assessments  of  184i-’42-’43  and  ’44.  As  to  this  large 
sum,  there  is  no  excuse  for  its  non-payment.  I  wish  you  to  take  instant  and  prompt 
measures  for  its  collection.  The  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  are  incompatible  with 
longer  indulgence.  It  is  grossly  unjust,  that  the  State  should  have  her  escutcheon  tar¬ 
nished,  and  her  name  a  by-word  and  a  reproach,  in  consequence  of  the  delinquency  of 
collectors. 

It  is  expected  that  each  county  treasurer  will,  on  the  receipt  of  this  circular,  pay 
to  this  department  the  amount  now  in  his  hands :  and  at  the  close  of  each  month,  here¬ 
after,  inform  me  how  much  has  been  received.  Such  as  are  convenient  to  Harrisburg, 
or  to  a  bank  in  which  they  have  heretofore  been  authorized  to  make  deposiies,  will 
make  payments  at  the  end  of  each  month. 

In  case  your  county  cannot  comply  with  my  former  circular,  as  to  the  assessments 
for  this  year,  you  ought  at  least  to  pay  the  arrearages  of  former  years.  You  should 
put  forth  your  energies  to  accomplish  this,  and  save  your  county  from  the  cloud  which 
will  rest  upon  her,  should  her  dereliction  of  duty  present  a  barrier  in  the  path  which 
now  brightens  before  us. 

I  have  every  confidence  in  your  inclination  to  do  right — and  relying  upon  that,  feel 
the  assurance  that  our  efforts  wnll  be  successful,  and  the  credit  and  honor  of  our  State 
maintained  and  secured. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  SNOWDEN,  State  Treasurer. 


Copy  of  a  Circular  addressed  to  the  Commissioners  and  Treasurers  of  each  county : 

State  Treasury  Office,  ') 
Harrisburg,  Sept.  1,  1845.  5 

Gentlemen  : — Our  efforts  to  restore  and  sustain  the  credit  of  the  Commonwealth, 
have  been  successful.  The  interest  on  our  public  debt  has  been  fully  paid,  and  all 
other  legal  liabilities  promptly  discharged.  Let  us  mutually  congratulate  each  other, 
and  deterrame  that  the  future  shall  be  as  the  recent  past.  To  accomplish  this,  our 
united  efforts  must  be  energetically  put  forth ;  in  so  good  a  cause,  and  with  such  ample 
means,  failure  is  impossible. 

The  net  amount  of  taxes  now  due  from  the  several  counties  of  the  Commonwealth 
for  this  and  preceding  years,  is  about  $1,000,000.  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  under¬ 
stood,  that  this  amount  must  be  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  before  the  second  Tuesday 
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in  January  next^  in  accordance  with  the  fortieth  section  of  the  act  of  the  29th  April, 
1844.  That  part  of  the  section  relating  to  this  subject,  is  in  the  following  words: 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  of  the  several  counties,  lo  cause  to 
be  collected  the  taxes  as  aforesaid  adjusted  and  assessed;  and  the  respective  county 
treasurers  shall  pay  over  the  same,  as  fast  as  collected,  to  the  State  Treasurer;  and  if 
the  quota  of  any  county  be  not  paid  over  before  the  second  Tuesday  in  January  in 
each  year,  to  the  State  Treasurer,  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  amount  remaining  un¬ 
paid,  after  deducting  such  commissions  as  are  or  shall  be  allowed  by  law,  for  the  col¬ 
lection  of  the  same,  shall  be  charged  against  said  county  on  the  books  of  the  State 
Treasurer,  and  shall  bear  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  till  paid;  and  no  payment  shall 
be  made  to  or  on  behalf  of  said  county,  [under  the  various  acts  relating  to  common 
schools]  or  any  other  acts,  or  for  any  other  purposes,  until  the  said  balance  be  fully 
paid  and  satisfied :  Provided,,  That  if  the  several  collectors  of  such  county  shall  not 
have  collected  and  paid  into  the  county  treasury,  the  amount  of  State  tax  due  by  said 
county,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  deficiency  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  of  said  county,  or  which  shall  be  thereafter  first  collected  and  paid  into  the 
same,  whether  on  the  duplicate  for  State  or  county  tax :  Provided,,  That  if  it  shall  ap¬ 
pear  from  the  receipts  of  the  county  treasurers,  that  the  said  tax  shall  have  been  paid 
into  the  county  treasuries  before  the  times  specified  in  this  section  for  the  payment  into 
the  State  Treasury,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  county  treasurers  shall  be  personally 
liable  to  the  respective  counties  for  any  interest  which  may  accrue  on  such  unpaid 
balance.  ” 

The  forty-third  section  of  the  same  act,  gives  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  on  the  application  of  the  State  Treasurer,  power  to  award 
writs  of  mandamus  to  enforce  a  compliance  with  existing  laws. 

If  the  amount  due  from  each  county  is  not  paid  at  the  time  above  stated,  an  inter¬ 
est  account  will  be  opened  against  such  defaulting  county,  and  payments  to  or  on  behalf 
of  such  county,  withheld  until  such  balance  and  interest  are  fully  paid.  The  State 
Treasurer  earnestly  hopes  that  he  will  not  be  required  either  to  enforce  these  provi¬ 
sions,  or  the  one  authorized  by  the  forty-third  section  referred  to.  The  alacrity  and 
promptness  which  were  exhibited  by  many  counties,  in  responding  to  his  circular’s  of 
the  24th  of  May,  and  2nd  of  June  last,  induces  him  to  believe,  that  the  enforcement  of 
these  provisions,  or  the  one  authorized  by  the  forty-third  section  as  before  stated,  will 
not  be  required.  Our  citizens  justly  feel  themselves  identified  with  the  honor  and  credit 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  that  her  prosperity  and  integrity  are  inseparable  from  their 
own.  They  are  satisfied  that  the  taxas  they  pay  are  rightfully  appropriated,  and  that 
not  only  the  interest  of  our  debt  can  be  paid,  but  that  even  a  portion  of  the  principal 
has  been  liquidated,  by  the  payment  in  State  stock  by  persons  who  have  heretofore 
been  defaulters.  And  that  whilst  the  debt  is  thus  being  diminished,  the  wealth  and 
resources  of  the  Commonwealth  are  increasing,  and  the  weight  of  indebtedness  compa¬ 
ratively  lessened.  The  cloud  is  dispelled,  and  Pennsylvania  has  again  assumed  the 
position  to  which  her  ancient  fame,  her  extended  mineral  and  agricultural  wealth,  and 
the  high  integrity  of  her  citizens,  entitle  her.  To  maintain  this  position,  her  citizens 
will  cheerfully  pay  what  the  law  authorizes  and  requires.  Recent  events  fully  justify  the 
confidence  I  feel  and  express,  and  I  am  satisfied  your  most  prompt  and  energetic  exer¬ 
tions  will  be  put  forth  to  accomplish  an  object  so  eminently  worthy  our  united  efforts. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  add,  that  in  my  report  to  the  Legislature,  I  will  attempt  to  no¬ 
tice  as  they  deserve,  those  counties  that  so  satisfactorily  responded  to  my  former  circu¬ 
lars,  and  thus  placed  the  Treasury  in  the  condition  to  meet  the  August  interest.  Those 
counties,  however,  that  did  not  aid  in  that  important  duty,  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
rendering  as  great  service  to  the  Commonwealth,  by  paying  within  this  year  the  amount 
due.  The  averages  of  former  years  will  of  course  be  expected  to  reach  the  Treasury 
within  the  time  mentioned. 

With  the  highest  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  SNOWDEN,  State  Treasurer. 

Note. — The  words  embraced  in  brackets  are  repealed  by  the  fourth  division  of  the  first  section  of 
act  of  the  16th  April,  1845. 
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Cojyy  of  a  Circular  addressed  to  the  Commissioners  and  Treasurer  of  each  county. 

State  Treasury  Office, 
Harrisburg,  Dec.  6,  1845. 

Gentlemen  : — The  fiscal  year  which  ended  on  the  30lh  ultimo,  exhibits  a  balance 
in  the  Treasury  of  $384,886  08,  in  which,  however,  is  included  the  sum  of  $28,268  30, 
unavailable,  being  llie  notes  issued  by  the  Berks  County  Bank,  and  other  depreciated 
paper,  thus  showing  an  available  balance  of  $356,617  78.  This  result  is  eminently 
satisfactory,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  interest  on  the  funded  debt,  and  all  other 
liabilities  of  the  Commonwealth  during  the  past  year,  have  been  fully  paid,  and  among 
which  were  several  extraordinary  expenditures,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  a  large 
sum. 

The  exact  amount  of  the  interest  due  in  February  next,  cannot  now  be  stated, 
inasmuch  as  it  will  depend  upon  the  amount  of  interest  certificates  heretofore  issued, 
which  may  be  funded  up  to  that  period ;  the  amount,  however,  deducting  the  tax,  may 
be  stated  to  be  about  $900,000. 

Independent  of  other  sources  of  revenue  not  necessary  now  to  be  stated,  there  is  due 
from  the  several  counties  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the  taxes  assessed  for  1845,  de¬ 
ducting  the  costs  of  collection  and  per  centage,  &;c.,  the  net  sum  of  $616,000 ;  and 
there  is  due  for  previous  years,  making  the  same  allowance,  the  sum  of  $257,000. 
Thus : 

Available  amount  of  outstanding  tax  for  the  year  1845,  -  -  $616,000  00 

Do.  do.  for  previous  years,  -  -  257,000  00 

Amount  of  outstanding  taxes  now  due,  allowance  being  made  for  collec¬ 
tions,  &;c.,  -------  $873,000  00 


I  refer  you  to  my  circular  of  the  1st  of  September  last,  in  which  the  existing  enact¬ 
ments  relating  to  the  payment  of  these  taxes  are  slated.  I  take  this  occasion,  however, 
again  to  state,  that,  if  the  taxes  due  by  any  county,  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  second 
Tuesday  of  January  next,  such  county  will  be  charged  interest  from  that  period,  for 
any  balance  so  remaining  unpaid,  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Y'ou  will  thus  perceive  the  necessity  of  immediate  and  prompt  measures  being 
taken  to  induce,  or,  if  necessary,  to  compel,  your  collectors  to  an  energetic  discharge 
ol  their  important  duties. 

The  means  of  the  Commonwealth  to  meet  the  accruing  interest,  it  will  be  per¬ 
ceived,  are  ample ;  whether  they  will  be  available  at  the  proper  time,  depends  upon 
you  and  your  agents.  Let  each  of  you,  and  each  collector,  predicate  his  exertions  upon 
the  fact,  that  the  credit  of  the  Commonwealth,  her  honor,  and  the  prosperity  of  her 
citizens,  depend  upon  his  faithful  discharge  of  duty.  This  will  lead  not  only  to  useful 
results,  but  to  an  undoubted  accomplishment  of  the  great  and  eminent  object  in  view. 

The  cheerful  promptness  heretofore  exhibited  by  many  counties,  is  a  subject  of 
congratulation,  and  it  is  believed  their  conduct  will  induce  the  others  to  avoid  a  delin¬ 
quency  which  would  be  so  fatal  in  its  results  ;  besides,  our  citizens  can  pay  their  taxes 
better  at  this  than  any  other  part  of  the  year,  and  the  facilities  for  sending  the  funds 
collected,  to  the  Treasury,  especially  from  the  distant  counties,  are  also  better  than  any 
other  period.  For  these  reasons,  I  have  no  fears  for  the  result,  feeling  confident,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  that  your  best  exertions  will  be  put  forth  to  sustain  the  interest  and  integrity  of 
tlie  Commonwealth,  and  thus  advance  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  her  citizens — 
for  they  are  one  and  inseperable. 

1  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  SNOWDEN, 

State  Treasurer. 


Copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Mayor  of  Pittsburg, 

State  Treasury  Office,  } 

Harrisburg^  Oct,  16,  1845.  3 

Hon.  J.  W.  Howard,  Mayor  of  Pittsburg : 

Dear  Sir: — I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst,  post  marked 
9th.  It  is  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  $20,000,  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  of 
$50,000,  ‘for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  from  the  late  destructive  fire  in  Pittsburg,  to  be 
distributed  amongst  the  destitute  by  the  authority  and  under  the  directions  of  the  mayor, 
and  select  and  common  councils  of  said  city.’  In  your  letter  you  state  that  ‘it  would 
seem  that  although  the  postponement  of  its  payment  in  August  last,  was  agreed  to, 
yet  the  motion  made  and  carried  in  one  branch  of  councils  to  decline  its  acceptance 
altogether,  was  not  concurred  in,  and  as  the  committee  are  anxious  to  close  their  labors, 
they  wish  to  be  instructed  in  the  mode  of  proceeding  necessary  to  obtain  possession  of 
the  funds  in  question.’  ' 

In  my  letter  of  the  20th  of  June  last,  I  stated  some  reasons  why  the  remaining 
$20,000  should  not  be  asked.  I  stated,  however,  that  if  the  amount  was  indispensable 
to  Pittsburg,  and  should  be  required  after  due  consideration  of  the  situation  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury,  I  would  pay  it,  on  being  furnished  with  a  proper  voucher. 

You  will  see  that  now  a  different  state  of  things  has  arisen,  and  the  act  expiessly 
requires  the  concurrence  of  the  mayor  and  select  and  common  councils.  I  am  inform-  ^ 
ed  by  your  letter,  that  one  of  the  councils  declined  its  acceptance  altogether^  and  that 
the  payment  was  agreed  to  be  postponed  by  both  councils. 

I  am  bound  to  believe  that  the  action  of  councils,  in  refusing  to  require  the  pay¬ 
ment,  arises,  at  least  in  part,  from  the  consideration  that  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the 
act  cannot  now  be  complied  with,  inasmuch  as  the  appropriation  contemplated  an  im¬ 
mediate  distribution  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  and  the  sufferers.  I  must  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  say,  that  this  conclusion  forces  itself  upon  my  mind. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  say,  that  I  have  not  yet  been  furnished  with  a  voucher  or 
receipt  for  the  sum  of  $30,000,  I  paid  on  the  14th  day  of  April  last,  the  time  the  law 
was  passed.  I  have  an  informal  receipt,  signed  by  the  Hon.  C.  Darragh,  but  I  desire 
one  signed  by  the  mayor  and  the  president  of  the  councils.  I  had  the  honor  to  men¬ 
tion  this  in  my  letter  of  June  20th,  but  I  presume  it  has  escaped  your  observation. 

With  the  highest  respect, 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  R.  SNOWDEN, 

Note. — The  receipt,  as  requested,  has  been  furnished  to  me. 

J.  R.  S. 
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